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Playing With Fonts

Fonts Represent Your Content

There's no doubt that your words, your posts, are the meat and potatoes of your blog or 
website. Those words, along with your lovely colors and pictures, tell your website's story. 
But, don't forget to pay attention to your font selections. The fonts you choose in designing 
your theme can influence whether or not people hang around to see more than a page or 
two of your pretty work. 
Fonts come in a wide variety of types and styles, but unfortunately, unless the user 
actually has that font installed on their machine, they will see something that is only 
"close", such as a generic serif or sans-serif, to what you wanted to present. If you want to 
see a list of what you have installed on your machine, visit several of the font sites listed 
below or this font test (http://www.cameraontheroad.com/index.php?p=524). If your font is 
there, you will see it. If not, you will see a generic Courier font. 
In your Theme's style sheet (style.css usually) you can control the font-family (the list 
of fonts to display), the color, the size, and other aspects of your font. The following 
example sets the fonts for your sidebar menu, sets the size to 1em high, and sets the color 
to blue: 
#menu {font-family: Verdana, Arial, Helvetica,
   sans-serif; font-size:1em; color:blue; }

As you can see, you've set more than one font in the font-family. If the user doesn't have 
Verdana, Arial will take over. If Verdana and Arial are missing, they have a chance to use 
Helvetica. If all else fails, the user's system fonts takes over and uses the default font for 
sans-serif. This list of choices helps the designer control the fonts and insures a more 
consistent "look and feel". 
Font families tend to be single words, but on occasion you will find a phrase to represent a 
font such as Lucida Console. This is set in the style selector surrounded with quote marks 
such as: 
#menu {font-family: Verdana, Arial, Helvetica, 
     "Lucida Console", sans-serif;.....

Fonts in WordPress

WordPress Themes use fonts in many different ways, and not always consistently. It 
depends upon the Theme author's decisions and needs in designing a Theme. Different 
fonts can be found in different areas of the website, one type in the header, another in the 
sidebar (or maybe two or three), and another font style or type in the post content area. 
Finding those fonts in order to change them, can give a user grief. 
Since fonts can be anywhere, finding the font you want to change can be a challenge. 
Generally, an overall font is set in the body of a website. 
body {font-family: Verdana, Arial, Helvetica, 
     Futura, sans-serif; 
     font-size: 1em; 
     padding:0; 
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     margin:0; }

This covers the definition of the fonts found within the site that are not definied by a 
specific tag, class or div. It's the "fall-back font". 
Fonts found within the header of a site are normally found within the header div and same 
for the sidebar or menu and footer style divisions. The content, though, may be more 
challenging to track down. 
Fonts within the post content area are often found within the following, but not always, 
CSS classes: 

• content 
• post 
• entry 
• post-entry 

They may have the font information in the specific class or in a paragraph tag: 
.content p { margin:5px;
    padding:5px;
    font-family: Tahoma, Verdana, Helvetica, sans-serif; 
    font-size: 95%;
    color: black; }

Fonts within the sidebar or menu nested lists can be very difficult to narrow down. For a 
step-by-step guide of all the nested lists found within many WordPress sites, see Styling 
Lists with CSS. 
If you are still having trouble tracking down a specific font code, consider using some of 
the tips and techniques in Finding Your CSS Styles. 

Which Font

Determining which font will work best on your site is a personal choice, but there are 
articles that will help you decide. We recommend that you begin with fonts that are most 
commonly found on most people's computers, and that are easy to read. 

Font Surveys
To find out what fonts are most popular, check out the following: 

• Codestyle's Windows Web Font Survey Results   (http://www.codestyle.org/css/font-
family/sampler-WindowsResults.shtml) 

• Codestyle's Font Survey For All Platforms   (http://www.codestyle.org/css/font-
family/sampler-CombinedResults.shtml) 

• Web Style Guide: Typefaces   (http://www.webstyleguide.com/type/face.html) 

Font Sizes
You can also change the font size your viewers see. In the days of the typewriter and even 
with today's word processors and desktop publishing software, the "point" system is still in 
use. You should be familiar with things like "12pt Times Roman" and "8pt Arial". Point 
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sizes don't work well on web pages because most browsers can't interpret what a "point" 
is. They understand pixels and percentages of a base size, but typewriter point sizes are 
interpreted differently on different browsers. You can use point size but there are better 
alternatives. 
You can set your fonts to be absolute, which means they are fixed in size, but that too, has 
disadvantages. The problem with absolute font size is that if a user has their browser set 
to "see" larger fonts (View > Text Size) or are using special software for the visually or 
physically disabled (http://www.w3.org/WAI), you may have taken away their rights to 
"see" larger fonts. If you have to set the font to a specific size in order for your layout to 
work, make sure you don't use that font for your site's more important information. This 
example shows how to set an absolute font size: 
#menu ul li {font-size: 12px; color: green; }

The more popular method is to set your font-size for the whole document, then, base 
everything on a relative size from there. A percentage of the base font is used, allowing 
the font to resize itself based upon the user's preferences, too: 
body { font-size: 1em; }
#menu ul li { font-size: 90%; color: green; }

Font and Text Characteristics
There are a lot of fun things you can do with fonts! You can make your fonts italic, you can 
make them bold, and you can make the first letter of a paragraph larger than the rest of the 
text. The list of variations goes on and on. This lesson is just a peek into how to style and 
size fonts on your WordPress site. There is a lot more that goes into deciding which font to 
use, how to use it, how many to use, what sizes, and...well, which fonts will look best on 
your site. Different browsers interpret fonts in different ways, too. You can find more 
information to help you make your font decisions below. 

Font Resources

• The Noodle Incident's CSS and   
Text (http://www.thenoodleincident.com/tutorials/css/index.html#text) 

• W3 Schools: CSS Fonts   (http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_font.asp) 
• About.com's Web Design (CSS): What is a   

Font (http://webdesign.about.com/cs/webdesignfonts/a/aa051903a.htm) 
• The Noodle Incident's Tutorial on   

Typography (http://www.thenoodleincident.com/tutorials/typography/index.html) 
• HTMLHelp's Font Properties   (http://www.htmlhelp.com/reference/css/font/) 
• HTML Source: Text   

Formating (http://www.yourhtmlsource.com/text/textformattinglist.html) 
• University of Minnesota Creative Standards Guide: Text and   

Fonts (http://webdepot.umn.edu/csguide/design_b.html) 
• About.com's Web Design: How Many Fonts are Too   

Many (http://desktoppub.about.com/library/nosearch/bl-fewerfonts.htm) 
• Font-Finder   (http://www.font-finder.com/fonts.html) 
• Thinking with Type   (http://www.thinkingwithtype.com/) 
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Font Size Resources
• W3c's Care With Font Size   (http://www.w3.org/2003/07/30-font-size) 
• CSS A List Apart: Size Matters   (http://www.alistapart.com/stories/sizematters/) 
• BIG BAER Explains CSS Font-  

Size (http://www.bigbaer.com/css_tutorials/css_font_size.htm) 
• MIS: Using Relative Font   

Sizes (http://www.miswebdesign.com/resources/articles/using-relatve-font-
sizes.html) 

• WebDevRes: CSS Font Size Control and   
Recommendations (http://www.wilk4.com/webdevres/fontcss3.htm) 

Font Troubleshooting
• Internet Explorer Font Sizing Bugs   (http://css-

discuss.incutio.com/?page=BrowserBugs) 
• Internet Explorer Font Size Inheritance  
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